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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 

ROANOKE, TOWN OF HABS No, WV-209-R 
(Rhodes Tenant House)(Bond Barn) 

Location: United States Highway 19, Collins Settlement District, Lewis County, West 
Virginia. 

Elevation: ca. 1120'. 

UTM References as given on the National Register of Hisoric Places Nomination form: 
Zone:  17 
Easting:   5W40 
Northing:   4310300 

U.S.G.S. Map:   Roanoke, West Virginia, 7.5'(1966 edition, photo revised 1979). 

Present Owner:  U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

Present Occupant: none. 

Present Use:  barn. 

Construction Date:  Unknown but moved to current site ca. 1920. 

iormants: George O. "Teddie" Bond; Frederick O. "Freddie" Bond. 

Historical Information: The property on which the House sits was first part of a 
fairly large tract of land purchased in 1817 by Samuel Hanway and 3ames Anderson 

It came into the Bond family in 18^3 when Richard Bond, a farmer, purchased 
part of the tract, which at that time was owned by 3ohn Mitchell, 3r. 
Bond appears to have farmed the land until his death. At the settlement of his estate 
(ca. 1872), the 150 acre farm was divided into smaller tracts between the two 
large families of his first wife, Lydia, and second wife, Anna, From that time onward 
the property on which the barn now sits remained nearly 12 acres in area and was 
retained by the Bond family until its purchase by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

According to George O. and Frederick O. ("Teddie" and "Freddie") Bond, the 
brothers who inherited the structure from their father, Thomas E. Bond, the barn was 
moved to its present location by their father about 1920. The barn, which at that time 
included the northwest shed addition  , was dismantled and moved from 
the Erasmus  Rhodes  farm  nearby where it  had  been  used as  a tenant  dwelling . 

Bond reportedly moved the barn in a wagon pulled by saddle 
horses and re-erected it on a new foundation on the farm land that he had inherited from 
his father, Richard Bond. The Bond family used the barn to stable their single horse and 
cow although at one time they milked five cows in the barn, selling their milk and cream 
in Roanoke (Teddie and Freddie Bond 1981, pers. comm.), The second (southeast) shed 
addition was  built  by   Phillips  and  Weathers  (accurate spelling 

known),  contractors  who rented the farm while constructing nearby U.S. Route  19 
uring the 1920s.   They housed their horses in the barn.   The Bonds took up residence on 

the Tom Bragg farm while the farm was rented to the contractors. 
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The Bond family is well known in the Roanoke, West Virginia, area having 
intermarried with other prominent local families. They also served as leaders in the 
local Seventh Day Baptist Church. This church stands on a slight nob not far from the 
present barn site and was reportedly built on land donated by Samuel Bond who, like 
Thomas Bond, inherited a parcel of land from his father (Teddie and Freddie Bond 1981, 
pers. comm.). 

Contrary to what is recorded about the Bond barn on the National Register of 
Historic Places Inventory Nomination Form, the barn is not strickly speaking "typical in 
design of utilitarian structures within the West Fork area," nor is it without qualification 
"an excellent example of log construction and its enduring craftsmanship." Based upon 
informant testimony collected in the field phase of this research, the Bond barn does not 
possess integrity of original location, nor is its function unchanged. Upon examining \)r: 
interior of the structure and openings where windows previously existed, it is clear the* 
as Teddie and Freddie Bond (1981, pers. comm.) stated, the log portion of the barn was 
originally designed as a dwelling. It is not clear why the floor of the log crib is raise:: 
1 f6" above grade as noted in the National Register form, but as that area was used in par: 
for grain storage (Teddie Bond 1981, pers. comm.) the need to keep the grain away from 
rodents was probably a factor. It is doubtful that it was done, as suggested in that 
National Register nomination form, so that the structure could be used as a produce 
storage area or cellar house. 

It cannot be determined with complete accuracy how closely the relocated log barn 
was reconstructed to the design of the original dwelling. As already noted, the floor 
level has been raised above the sills by 1'6", and new openings were cut 
through the walls for windows and doors. The structure possesses neither locational nor 
architectural integrity as a dwelling. It may be architecturally similar to log barns built 
in the area during the 19th century, but comparable data for the immediate area are 
generally lacking. The structure's continuous association with the Bond family, long- 
term residents of the area, however, is undeniable as noted by Gilbert/Commonwealth 
(19801:67). 

Architectural  Information: 

General Description: The Bond barn is a one and one-half story rectangular, gable-roofed 
log dwelling converted to barn use (Glassie 1965; Riedl, Ball and Cavender 1976). Frame 
shed additions (manger and milking stanchions) have been made on the south and north 
sides . 

Exterior Description: 

Overall Dimensions:  22'8" x W%." 
Foundation: The foundation of the original log structure consists of wooden posts of 

irregular size that sit on fieldstone slabs ; the sills of the additions rest on 
grade. 

Walls: The walls of the log section of the barn consist of inverted-vee or pentagonally- 
notched logs dressed on their interior and exterior surfaces only (average height is D; 
above the plate, the north and south ends are covered with clapboards cut into short 
pieces; the north addition is sided with previously used clapboards; the south addition is 
sided with vertical rough sawn lumber with the butt joints of the south and west 
elevations covered by battens  . 

Framing: The "framing" of the original structure is logs; timber studs consisting of 
undecorticated posts, 5"-7" wide and spaced on 3*U"~5* centers are used. 
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Roof: The log structure has a medium-pitch gable variety roof covered with 
corrugated sheet metal; the shed roof addition on the north, which essentially continues 
the roofline of the log structure and the lower-pitched shed roof of the 
addition on the south side, are also covered with corrugated sheet metal roofing. 

Interior Description:  Room 1 (Room numbers are keyed to floor plans on pages 22-23) 

Function:  manger and livestock shelter area. 
Dimensions:  li^" x 12*9 1/2"; 91 (average) ceiling. 
Wallcovering:  none. 
Floorcovering:  none, a dirt floor is present. 
Ceiling: exposed roof rafters and underside of roof. 
Baseboard:  none. 
Heating:   none. 
Fireplace:   none. 
Plumbing:  none. 
Lighting and Electricity:  none. 
Other: manger located along north wall • 

Interior Description: Room 2 

Function:  livestock shelter area. 
Dimensions: 9,10" x 12*9 1/2"; 9' (average) ceiling. 
Wallcovering: none. 
Floorcovering:  none, a dirt floor is present. 
Ceiling: exposed roof rafters and underside of roof. 
Baseboard: none. 
Heating: none. 
Fireplace: none. 
Plumbing: none. 
Lighting and Electricity: none. 

Interior Description: Room 3 

Function:  feed area and grain storage. 
Dimensions:  14'6" x 21'j 6*9 1/2" ceiling. 
Wallcovering:  logs. 
Floorcovering:  2 I/2"-4" tongue and groove boards; unfinished. 
Ceiling: joists supporting loft floor are squared logs that measure 4 1/2" x 4" and 

which are set on 2,-2,3" centers. 
Baseboard:  none. 
Heating:  none. 
Fireplace: none. 
Plumbing:  none. 
Lighting and Electricity: none. 
Stairway:  crude ladder to loft attached at north end of east wall . 
Other: south and north walls have been severely modified; north wall originally 

(possibly when the structure was used as a dwelling) had two windows (27" wide x 42" high 
and 31" wide x 44" high openings). Currently two logs between these window openings 
' ave been removed creating two separate openings approximately 5*4" long; between 
these openings on the north wall there is currently a doorway measuring 2'5 1/2" x 4'1"; 
on the south wall there were originally two 34" wide (undetermined height) windows 
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where there is now a 2' high x 8'4n wide opening ; to the west of this opening 
is a second opening which measures 2*1" high x 7*9" wide; the openings on both the north 
and south walls provide access to the manger, feeding, livestock shelter and milking 
areas of the barn. 

Interior Description:  Room <f 

Function:  miiking parlor with stanchions. 
Dimensions: 9'6" x 21'10"; 6*5 1/2" ceiling. 
Wallcovering:  none. 
Floorcovering:  none, a dirt floor is present. 
Ceiling: exposed roof rafters and underside of roof . 
Baseboard:   none. 
Heating:   none. 
Fireplace:   none. 
Plumbing:   none. 
Lighting and Electricity:   none. 

Interior Description: Room 5 

Function:  hay and straw storage. 
Dimensions:   1W x 21'; 9tI0" ceiling. 
Wallcovering: logs. 
Floorcovering: 4 3/4"-5 1/2" plain boards. 
Ceiling: exposed roof rafters and underside of roof. 
Baseboard: none. 
Heating:  none. 
Fireplace:  none. 
Plumbing: none. 
Lighting and Electricity:  none. 

Site: 

General Setting and Orientation  : The Bond barn is sited on a hill slope 
and is ca. 175' from U.S. Route 19 and 750* south of Crooked Run. 

Historic Landscape Designs   The Bond barn is situated in a pleasant pasture or meadow. 
The ground slopes upward generally south and west of the structure.    There are no 
intentional plantings.  A rail and post fence with a metal gate parallels the east elevation 

while a wire and post fence line runs oblique to the west elevation 
and parallel to the south elevation  . 

Outbuildings: No other outbuildings or potentially contemporary structues of any kind 
are located near the barn. 

For project  information and bibliography,   see ROAN0KE    HABS No.   WV-209. 
, £r  other  structures  in the Roanoke  area,   see HABS No.s NV-209-A -S. 

The report from which this HABS documentation was prepared, along with field 
notes and over 90 hours of interview tapes, will be archived at the University 
of West Virginia,  Morgantown, West Virginia. 
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Wk 
Perspective control photograph of the east elevation of the Bond barn in 

1.    Note the rail and post fence that generally parallels this elevation.   The frame 
&tions on the south and north sides can be seen clearly. 

Close-up of inverted-vee 
corner timbering along the east 
elevation of the Bond barn in 1981. 
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Close-up of inverted-vee 
corner timbering on the ]og portion of 
the Bond barn in 1981. This photo- 
graph was taken aJong the east 
elevation. 

Close-up of inverted-vee 
corner timbering and clapboard addi- 
tion to the north elevation of the log 
portion of the Bond barn in 1981. This 
photograph was taken along the east 
elevation. 
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Close-up of simple drop-bar closure mechanism on Room 4 to exterior door 
the east elevation of the Bond barn in 1981 

Perspective control photograph of the east and south elevations of the Bond 
barn in 19S1.   Note ladder attached to south elevation. 
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Perspective control photograph of the south elevation of the Bond barn in 
1981. Note ladder. 

barn in 1981. 
Perspective control photograph of the south and west elevations of the Bond 
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Perspective control photograph of the west elevation of the Bond barn in 
1981.   The two construction techniques employed on the frame additions can be plainly 

differentiated. 

Close-up of the west 
elevation of the Bond barn in 1981 
showing the jointure of the log portion 
of the barn and the north frame 
addition. 
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Perspective control photograph of the west and north elevations of the Bond 
barn in 1981.  Note that the ground slopes away from the structure on this side. 

1981. 
Perspective control photograph of the north elevation of the Bond barn in 
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Qrn in 1981 
Perspective control photograph of the north and east elevations of the Bond 
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Close-up of wood pier used to support the log sills of the Bond barn in 1981. 
This photograph was taken on the west side of the structure. 
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Interior view of the Bond barn in 1981.   The photograph looks from Room 1 
to Room 2.  Note manger at right 

Close-up of manger along north wall of Room 1 of the Bond barn in 1981, 
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Close-up of stanchions in 
Room li of the Bond barn in 19S1 

r 

Interior rafters, roof and wall in Room 4 of the Bond barn in 1981 looking 
northwest. 
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Close-up of crude pole 
and lumber ladder from Room 3 to 
Room 5 (loft) in the Bond barn in 1981 

Interior view of Room 3 of the Bond barn in 1981 looking southwest.   Note 
modifications to log wall at left. 
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Interior view of Room 5 Ooft) of the Bond barn in 1981.   Note the roof 
construction details as well as the gable construction. 
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First floor plan of the Bond barn. 
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Loft floor plan of the Bond barn. 
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East elevation of the Bond barn. 
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SOUTH CLEVATIOK 

K_H_H  

South elevation of the Bond barn. 
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WEST ELEVATION 
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West elevation of the Bond barn. 
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WORTH ELEVATION 

r4_HJ-^ 1 

North elevation of the Bond barn. 
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Longitudinal section (A-A) through the Bond barn. 
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